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“Congress shall make no 
law respecting an 
establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or 
of the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the 
Government for a redress 
of grievances.” 
Image credit: National Archives





I. Freedom of Conscience is First and Foremost a 
Spiritual Issue and Derives from the Teachings 
of the Bible and a Christian Worldview

II.Freedom of Conscience Thrives in Direct 
Correlation to the Prevalence of a Biblical 
Worldview in Government and Culture

III.To Preserve Our Freedom, We Must Act Now



I. Freedom of Conscience is 
First and Foremost a Spiritual 

Issue and Derives from the 
Teachings of the Bible and a 

Christian Worldview



The Declaration of 
Independence
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal and are 
endowed by their creator with certain 
unalienable rights…”



“God who gave us 
life gave us liberty. 
Can the liberties of 
a nation be secure 
when we have 
removed a 
conviction that 
these liberties are 
the gift of God?" –
Thomas Jefferson



“So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God created he him; male and female created he them.” 

– Genesis 1:27



“We believe that all men 
are created equal because 
they are created in the 
image of God. From this 
faith we will not be 
moved.” – Harry Truman



“The sacred rights of 
mankind are not to be 
rummaged for, among old 
parchments, or musty 
records. They are written, as 
with a sun beam, in the 
whole volume of human 
nature, by the hand of the 
divinity itself; and can never 
be erased or obscured by 
mortal power.” 
– Alexander Hamilton



“…[T]he Declaration of 
Independence first 
organized the social 
compact on the 
foundation of the 
Redeemer’s mission 
upon earth[.] [I]t laid 
the cornerstone of 
human government 
upon the first precepts 
of Christianity …” – John 
Quincy Adams



“What gave us this noble 
safeguard of religious 
toleration?  It was 
Christianity.” – City of 
Charleston v. S.A. 
Benjamin (South Carolina 
Supreme Court, 1846)



First, Jesus 
taught that 
the 
condition 
of heart is 
critical

“Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
are like unto whited 
sepulchers, which indeed 
appear beautiful outward, but 
are within full of 
dead men's bones, and of all 
uncleanness.” – Matt. 23:27



“That if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For 
with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.” –
Romans 10:9-10



Second, The New 
Testament Teaches 
That Purity of 
Conscience is 
Essential to Faith.



“The end of the 
commandment is charity out 
of a pure heart, and of a good 
conscience, and of faith 
unfeigned: From which some 
having swerved have turned 
aside unto vain jangling”
– 1 Timothy 1:5-6



Third, according to 
Scripture, persecution 
against the truth is from 
the evil one. 



“Then Jesus said to them, “Do you not understand this 
parable? Then how will you understand any of the 
parables? The farmer sows the word. Some are like the 
seeds along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as 
they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that 
was sown in them. Some are like the seeds sown on rocky 
ground. They hear the word and at once receive it with joy. 
But they themselves have no root, and they remain for 
only a season. When trouble or persecution comes 
because of the word, they quickly fall away.
– Mark 4:13-17



Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: 
nevertheless I say unto you, 
Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven.
Then the high priest rent his clothes, 
saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; 
what further need have we of 
witnesses? behold, now ye have 
heard his blasphemy. What think ye? 
They answered and said, He is guilty 
of death. 
– Matthew 26:64-66



“And he [the second beast] had power 
to give life unto the image of the beast, 
that the image of the beast should both 

speak, and cause that as many as 
would not worship the image of the 

beast should be killed.” 
– Revelation 13:15



II. Freedom of Conscience And 
Speech Thrive in Direct 

Correlation to the Prevalence of 
a Biblical Worldview In 

Government and Culture



Religious Freedom 
Before the Constitution



“The Earliest settlers of 
this land came in search 
of religious freedom. 
Landing on a desolate 
shoreline, they 
established a spiritual 
foundation that has 
served us ever since.” –
Ronald Reagan (1981)



“The Puritans were 
driven to seek a place for 
the exercise of the 
Protestant religion, 
according to the light of 
conscience, in the deserts 
of America.” – Cotton 
Mather, Magnalia Christi 
Americana, 1702



“Early American churchmen and churchwomen soon 
discovered that if they wanted to practice their beliefs 
unmolested in a diverse society, they had to grant the 
same right to others.  This wisdom did not come 
easily.” – Patricia Bonomi, The Middle Colonies as the 
Birthplace of American Religious Pluralism



Roger Williams

Thomas Hooker

John Wheelwright



Maryland:
The 
Toleration 
Act of 
1649

“that no person professing 
to believe in Jesus Christ 
should be molested on 
account of their faith or 
denied the free exercise of 
their particular modes of 
worship.”



Pennsylvania:
First 
Legislative 
Act ("The 
Great 
Law")(1682)

“That all persons living in this 
province who confess and 
acknowledge the one Almighty and 
eternal God to be creator, up[holder, 
and rule of the world, and who hold 
themselves oblige[d] in conscience to 
live peaceably and justly in civil 
society, shall in no wise be molested 
or prejudiced for their religious 
persuasion or practice in matters of 
faith and worship …”



Statute for 
Religious 
Freedom 
in Virginia 
(1786)

“Well that Almighty God hath 
created the mind free …; that all 
attempts to influence it by temporal 
punishments, or burdens, or by civil 
incapacitations, tend only to begat 
habits of hypocrisy and meanness and 
are a departure from the plan of the 
Holy Author of religion, who being 
Lord of both of body and mind, yet 
chose not to propagate it by coercions 
on either, as was in his Almighty 
power to do, but to extend it by its 
influence on reason alone.”



“It cannot be emphasized 
too strongly or too often 
that this great nation was 
founded, not by religionists, 
but by Christians; not on 
religions, but on the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. For this 
very reason, peoples of 
other faiths have been 
afforded asylum , 
prosperity, and freedom 
of worship here.” – Patrick 
Henry



“Thanks to genuine spirit 
and Christianity, the United 
States have banished 
intolerance from their 
system of government , and 
many of them have done the 
justice to every 
denomination of Christians, 
which ought to be done to 
them in all, of placing them 
on the same footing of 
citizenship …” – Bishop John 
Carroll



House 
Judiciary 
Committee 
Report, 1853 
(Investigating 
petition to 
purge the 
government 
of references 
to God and 
Christianity)

“Had the people, during the Revolution, 
had a suspicion of any attempt to war 
against Christianity, that Revolution 
would have been strangled in its 
cradle. At the time of the adoption of 
the Constitution and the amendments, 
the universal sentiment was that 
Christianity should be encouraged, not 
any one sect [denomination] In this age 
there can be no substitute for
Christianity; that, in its general principles,
is the great conservative element on 
which we must rely for the purity and 
permanence of free institutions.”



Alfred Smith (4 term governor of 
New York and Democratic 
Presidential Nominee 1928)

“But in the wildest dreams of your 
imagination you cannot conjure up 
a possible conflict between 
religious principle and political 
duty in the United States, except 
on the unthinkable hypothesis that 
some laws were to be passed 
which violated the common 
morality of all God-fearing men.”



Church of 
the Holy 
Trinity
(1892)

Held: Immigration law does 
not apply to ministers. 
“No purpose of action against 
religion can be imputed to any 
act of legislation, state or 
national because this is a 
religious people. … This is a 
Christian nation.”



Updegraph v. 
The 
Commonwealth 
of PA (1824)

Held: a conviction for blasphemy does 
not violate the First Amendment.

“Christianity, general Christianity, is, 
and always has been, a part of the 
common law . . . not Christianity with an 
established church . . . but Christianity 
with liberty of conscience to all men . . 
. Thus, this wise legislature framed this 
great body of laws for a Christian 
country and a Christian people.”



Vidal 
v. Girard’s 
Executors 
(1844)

“The plan of education proposed is 
anti-Christian, and therefore 
repugnant to the law …The purest 
principles of morality are to be 
taught. Where are they 
found? Whoever searches for them 
must go to the source from where a 
Christian man derives his faith – the 
Bible … There is an obligation to 
teach what the Bible alone can 
teach, viz. a pure system of 
morality.”



America is 
Rapidly 

Losing Its 
Christian 
Faith and 
Character

•1990 = 85%
•2008 = 76%

Identify as 
Christians

•1990 = 60%
•2008 = 52%

Identify as 
Protestants



Decline of Christianity in America (and West)

Religiously unaffiliated increased

• 2007 = 16.1%
• 2014 = 22.8%

Adults Identify as Christians 
decreased

2007 = 78.4%
2014 = 70.6%



America’s Prevailing Worldview is no longer Christian 
- Corresponding Decline in Biblical Worldview

Belief in a Higher power

Belief in Jesus as Son of God

Belief in Creator who rules world

• 97% à 86%

• 87% à 65%

• 72% à 62%

Barna Research from 1990 to 2010





The Assault: Communist Roots

Materialistic 
Worldview - Anti God

"Religion is the opium of the 
Masses" ("Die Religion ist das 

Opium des Volkesis") – Karl Marx 



“What is our battle 
against 
Communism if it is 
not a fight 
between anti-God
and a belief in the 
Almighty?” 

– Dwight 
Eisenhower



“We believe that all men are created equal 
because they are created in the image of God. … 
Communism is based on the belief that man is so 
weak and inadequate that he is unable to govern 
himself and therefore requires the rule of strong 
masters…Democracy is based on the conviction 
that man has the moral and intellectual capacity, 
as well as the inalienable right, to govern himself 
with reason and justice…Communism subjects 
the individual to arrest without lawful cause, 
punishment without trial, and forced labor as a 
chattel of the state. It decrees what information 
he shall receive, what art he shall produce, what 
leaders he shall follow and what thoughts he 
shall think…” – Harry S. Truman



The U.S. 
Senate 
Internal 
Security 
Subcommittee 
in 1956

“Founded in September 1919, 
the Communist Party of the 
United States of America is an 
organization unique in 
American history. . . . It is in 
fact a Russian-inspired, 
Moscow dominated military 
conspiracy against our 
Government, our ideals and 
our freedoms.”



In 1950, members of the Communist 
Party USA founded the Mattachine
Society, the nation’s first homosexual 
rights organization.



The ACLU

“I am for socialism, disarmament and 
ultimately, for abolishing the state 
itself as an instrument of violence and 
compulsion. I seek social ownership of 
property, the abolition of the properties 
class and sole control of those who 
produce wealth. Communism is the 
goal”

– Roger Baldwin (a founder of the 
ACLU)



“The American People will never 
knowingly adopt socialism, but 
under the name of liberalism, they 
will adopt every fragment of the 
socialist program until one day 
America will be a socialist nation 
without ever knowing what 
happened.”
– Norman Thomas (a founder of 

the ACLU)



Special House 
Committee to 
Investigate 
Communist 
Activities (Jan. 
17, 1931)

“The American Civil Liberties 
Union Is Closely Affiliated with 
the Communist Movement in 
the United States.  Fully 90% 
of its efforts are on behalf of 
the Communists who have 
come into conflict with the 
law.”



The ACLU has sued to prohibit:

• School Prayer

• Christmas carols

• The Ten Commandments

• The Boy Scouts

• “Under God” from the Pledge of 
Allegiance

• Nativity Scenes

• Abstinence Education

• Religious symbols in city seals, 
cemeteries

• Graduation prayer

• Private gun ownership

• Rights of conscience objections by 
pro-life doctors



The ACLU 
has 

defended:

Communists
Nazis
KKK members
The North American Man Boy Love 
Association (NAMBLA)

Pornographers
LGBTQA+
Islamic terrorists
Abortionists
Flag burners
No ID to vote



The Johnson Amendment
On July 2, 1954, U.S. Sen. Lyndon 
Johnson, introduced an 
Amendment that makes 501(c)(3) 
status apply only to an 
organization that “does not 
participate in, or intervene in … 
any political campaign on behalf 
of any candidate for public office.”



Political 
Correctness

Used by Marxists-Leninists in the 
early 1900s

Advanced by radical feminists 
beginning in 1970s

Disallowance of phrases, terms and 
ideas that are inconsistent the 
victim status of constituent groups, 
“tolerance” and diversity dogma of 
the modern leftists
Speech Codes on College Campuses

“The Spirit of antichrist”



The Metamorphosis of the Civil Rights 
Movement

Radical Feminism (Dworkin, words 
matter)

Sexual Harassment & Hostile Work 
Environment

Hate Speech and Hate Crimes

LGBTQA+ Movement



FRC Report: 
Hostility to 

Religion: The 
Growing 
Threat to 
Religious 
Liberty In 

the United 
States

In July, 2014 (1st ed.), FRC 
compiled 90 incidents of 
violations of religious 
freedom in the US during 
the previous 10 years

July 2014

In its 2017 
update, FRC 
identified 69 new 
cases, a 69% 
increase in 3 
years

2017



Truth and 
Liberty 

Research

This Year Alone over 75 cases in 
news headlines since January 1, 
2019 alone where freedom of 
religion and freedom of speech 
has been infringed or attacked



Reasons for Hope



Trinity Lutheran Church 
v. Comer (2017)

Held: A Missouri program that 
denied a grant to a religious 
school for playground resurfacing, 
while providing grants to similarly 
situated non-religious groups, 
violated the freedom of 
religion guaranteed by the Free 
Exercise Clause of the First 
Amendment to the United States 
Constitution.



NIFLA v. Becerra (2018)

Held:  A California law 
requiring pregnancy centers 
to post notices informing 
clients where they could 
obtain free state-funded 
abortions was 
unconstitutional compelled 
speech.



Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights 
Commission (2018)

Held:  The Colorado Civil Rights commission exhibited impermissible 
hostility to religion in the manner and reasoning for it’s fines and 
other actions against a Christian bakery whose owner, Jack Phillips, 
refused to design a custom wedding cake for a homosexual wedding 
on the grounds that it violated his sincerely held religious beliefs.



Bladensburg War Memorial:  American 
Legion v. American Humanist Assoc. (2019)

Held: A forty-foot tall cross memorializing the sacrifice of 
local veterans from WWI, which was erected approximately 
90 years ago on originally private land and subsequently 
transferred to the State of Maryland, was not a violation of 
the Establishment Clause.  Importantly, the Lemon test was 
criticized and not used by the Court.



The Trump Administration
• Executive Order limiting 

enforcement of the Johnson 
Amendment

• Appointment of 150 federal judges

• Appointment of the first ever 
Ambassador at Large for Religious 
Freedom (Sam Brownback)

• Two Ministerials in Washington, 
DC regarding Religious Freedom

• Unprecedented Summit on 
Religious Freedom at the United 
Nations



III. To Preserve Our 
Freedom, We Must Act 

Now



“Freedom is never more than one 
generation away from extinction. We 
didn't pass it to our children in the 
bloodstream. It must be fought for, 
protected, and handed on for them 
to do the same, or one day we will 
spend our sunset years telling our 
children and our children's children 
what it was once like in the United 
States where men were free.” 
– Ronald Reagan



A. Make Disciples, Not Just 
Converts

According to research by George Barna, 
only 8% of Christians surveyed hold to a 
Biblical Worldview. 



B. Publicly Articulate Why We 
Have, and Must Preserve, the 

Unalienable Right of Freedom of 
Conscience



C. Fight Progressive 
Intolerance Every Time in 

Every Context



“History does not 
long entrust the care 
of freedom to the 
weak or the timid.” 

– President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower



“Most of the important things in the world have 
been accomplished by people who kept on trying 
when there seemed to be no hope at all.”

– Dale Carnegie


